Palm Sunday 2026
Sermon by the Rev. Bernadette Hartsough

“Hosanna, save us Lord!” Jesus rode into Jerusalem. We heard the passion gospel. looking back at the gospels and the writings that we have it appears that the people thought jesus would overthrow Rome. They would be liberated and would no longer have to pay taxes to Cesar. They could live in the land given to them by Yahweh without foreign powers. That must have seemed wonderful to an oppressed people. 

But what if Jesus came to change the people-the Jews and those who would become the first Christians. What if it wasn’t about saving the people from the Romans but bringing change by helping the people see a new way of living. A liberation from stereotypes. A liberation from having to fit neatly into a category. A liberation that illuminates the truth about us and others. People do not like change. Change is unsettling. Change that is unexpected or forced is really unsettling. 

Jesus was different. He wasn’t about condemnation, domination, hate and power. Jesus brought change right in their face. They couldn’t avoid it. They didn’t like it and were afraid of the unknown. They wanted what they believed to continue, even if that meant oppression because it felt safer. When the people realized that Jesus was different the events turned bad. People became defensive and turned on him. As we enter into Holy Week, allow yourself to enter deeply into the events of Jesus’s passion, death, and resurrection. Imagine yourself in the crowd. What are you afraid of? Sit with that and allow Jesus to change you. 
