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Children 
This is a Bible. It’s a book about God and God’s people. It tells us the best way to live. Today we heard from the Prophet Micah. Prophets speak for God. 
Micah told God’s people a long time ago that God did not want them to just come to church and pray and give offerings.
God wanted them to be kind, to be nice, and to do the right thing. He said love being kind, do justice, and admit when you are wrong. He was telling the people a long time ago and us to do the right thing. Most of the time we all know what the right thing is to do.
You are not adults yet but I know that you know the right thing to do. 

I am going to give you a few examples. You decide what is the right thing to do. A friend of yours wanted to play with your toy. Should your friend -ask you to play with it -or just start playing with it when you are not looking?

You saw someone steal money out of your mom or dad’s wallet. Your friend told you that if you told an adult then they wouldn’t be your friend. Would you tell someone or be quiet?
Someone in school got sick. Some people were laughing at them. What is the right thing to do?
Adults
What is the right thing to do? The Prophet Micah gave us the answer today. The rest of today’s reading Micah chapter 6 verses 6,7,8 says 
	“6 With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

I thought about this passage a lot this week as I watched another person killed by ICE. I watched as government officials jumped to conclusions about Alex Pretti. I watched as clergy sand songs, held vigils and lamented another life extinguished. I prayed in an online vigil where we said the names of all who have died in ICE custody. We said, “I remember you”. I thought of the woman pushed by ICE officers who survived because Alex Pretti used his body to protect her. I wondered how she is doing and the anguish she must feel. I thought about the family of Alex and Nicole; their brothers and sisters, parents, friends, and colleagues. I reflected on their grief and their anger. Their deaths were unexpected and unjust. 

Finally, I reflected on the Prophet Micah. The people he was speaking to would say one thing at the temple and then go out and take advantage widows, orphans and aliens residing in the land. They would over charge them. They would make them indebted so they could not live a full life. They would discriminate against the aliens living among them. The reason these things angered God was because God gave the people rules to live by so all people living among God’s people felt safe; the widows, the aliens, the children, the slaves. God told them the best way to live and they became selfish and turned away. The Prophet Micah was summing up the Biblical understanding of God and what God wants from God’s people. “Do Justice-Love Kindness-Walk Humbly with God”. 

These are the things that God wants from and that are repeated over and over again in The Bible. All churches and synagogues aspire to live out these three things at least on paper. Even our children know the right way to act. As we become adults, our fears or excuses or selfishness create a haze that can take us farther and farther away from knowing the right thing to do. 
What would we do if ICE came and arrested one of our family or friends? Would we video it on our phone? Would we blow a whistle to let others in Plymouth know that ICE was here? Would we help the person detained by ICE? What if we saw Alex Pretti shot? Would we say no more and hold a peaceful protest and a prayer vigil? These are questions that ordinary people with ordinary lives in Minnesota had to ask themselves. Many have decided to face the fear of ICE and to say NO MORE. They decided that they cannot live with doing nothing which in essence means that they are saying Yes to what is happening to their friends and neighbors. Does that make them rebel rousers or terrorists? It makes them human. It makes them lovers of justice.
We all know that deep in our souls law enforcement should not be acting this way. People should not be detained or abused or murdered for filming a video or peacefully protesting. This is NOT the way it is supposed to be.

What would the world look like if people could live anywhere on the planet? There would be no borders, no immigrants. What would it look like if everyone who committed a crime was held accountability regardless of their economic status or position. No one would be above the law.

 What would it look like if everyone had enough; enough food, enough shelter, enough resources. There would be no reason to fight. That’s the world that God wants us to help build. That’s what it means to walk with God and that is God’s kingdom. 
May we say no to injustice and yes to walking with God. 
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