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What are you looking for? Jesus walks along and John the Baptist reveals that Jesus is the Lamb of God-the one to save all people. The Gospel of John was written decades after Jesus’s death. It was the last gospel written. In the Gospel of John, Jesus is the focal point. Notice Jesus’s birth narrative in John’s gospel is not about shepherds, angels, Mary, or Joseph. It is all about Jesus.

By the time John’s gospel was written, the early Christians had time to idolize other Christians, to put their faith in other people and things. John’s words are taking us and his first listeners back to the basic tenet of our faith. John retells Jesus’s baptism to highlight that Jesus is the messiah. 

In today’s gospel reading, John is testifying to the pharisees about baptizing Jesus. He gives an eyewitness account. His account starts with Jesus walking by and John yelling out that’s him the One that the Spirit descended on -the One the voice said would baptize with the Holy Spirit. John is retelling his experience with Jesus so that there was no misunderstanding that Jesus was the Anointed One. 

Then John’s testimony goes deeper by having Jesus probing into the soul of two of his first disciples. Jesus asks them, what are you looking for? They respond with-where are you staying which could be translated how do you live, what type of place do you have, or who are your family and neighbors. They wanted to know about Jesus. So, they spent time with Jesus.

What are you looking for? This is a question we as Christians continually ask ourselves. Sometimes we do not even know that we are asking it. Some people come to church and they are looking for people like them where they fit in as a nice social group. If you are looking for that in church you may find some people like you but you should also find many others that are different than you. That’s how we practice our faith, our patience and that’s how we grow. We grow by being in community with others that are different.

What are you looking for? Maybe you are looking for a modern building with new floors and walls. Our building is historic and it screams our history. We have been on this corner since 1861. There was a fight over this land. The man who first leased the land to us with the option to buy, reneged. It took a meeting with a judge to settle the dispute. We won and the first members of this church used their money to pay off the land. We have history, and love and prayers and sweat and tears in this place. 

What are you looking for? We all come to church hoping to connect with God through Jesus. Sometimes we connect through the music. Sometimes through the mass. Sometimes through the Eucharist. Sometimes from words in a sermon. And sometimes from just sitting here in silence with each other. Sometimes we are ashamed of something or going through a hard time and we don’t want others to know. Sometimes we feel uncomfortable because of grief. We come here looking for relief or for a miracle. 

What are you looking for? Maybe you come to learn more about Jesus because as you study the Bible more, God is more revealed to you. Maybe you are like Andrew and the other first disciple who wanted to see where Jesus lived, who he spent time with, how he lived.

What are you looking for? Maybe you need to practice living your faith. The church teaches humility by serving. Maybe you need to learn to let others serve you. Maybe your ideas about other people and how they live different than you needs work.

At times we may be looking for one thing and it may change. We may feel very connected to God during mass and not at other times then a few months later it changes. This is a part of our Christian journey. There is no perfect church on earth because the church is made up of humans. God uses our mistakes, our hurts, our faults to make the church a place where we learn about ourselves and grow on our Christian journey. We must keep asking ourselves, what are we looking for?

Then we follow Jesus’s invitation to come and see. 

