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This morning, we heard the lovely story about Hannah, Samuel’s mother. Our reading today tells us that Hannah was provoked by one of Elkanah’s other wives, Peninnah. Elkanah was Hannah’s husband. Hannah couldn’t have children and Peninnah reminded her of this every year when they offered in the temple for their children. This went on for years. Hannah goes to the temple and prays. She eventually has the child Samuel. Hannah was taunted but as far as we know did not retaliate. She lived with her condition for years and dealt with it through steadfastness and prayer. She lived through it in her time and place. 

The reading we read today instead of the psalm is known as Hannah’s Song. It predates the psalms. It is a song of praise and is the basis for Mary’s Song, The Magnificat in the Gospel of Luke. 

In today’s gospel reading, we have two different prophetic utterances from Jesus. These occurred at different times in different places and were pieced together in the Gospel of Mark. Verses one and two are said outside of the temple; verses three through eight are said on the Mount of Olives. The first predicts that the temple will be destroyed with these words, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down”. The second part is Jesus is talking about his second coming. He is talking about what will happen. 

The disciples could not imagine their lives without a temple, the core of Judaism. Rodger Nishioka in Feasting on the Word writes, “Towering buildings are not supposed to crumble to the ground. Oceans are not supposed to leap out of their seabeds and flood miles inland. The sky is not supposed to form a funnel cloud and destroy a town. Yet all who have seen a tsunami, experienced an earthquake, or suffered through the power of a tornado know that such events happen. Those who provide care for victims report that they all express a deep sense of loss. Not only have they lost loved ones and property, they now know that something that they believed in is no longer trustworthy. For instance that the ocean would stay in its seabed or that the wind would subside in a storm. They have lost the foundational belief in which they have built their lives. No longer will they step on the ground wondering if it is stable”. 

Jesus is teaching the disciples to expect there to be upheaval when change occurs. Notice I did not say if - I said when change occurs. We must expect it, not fear it. Fear can cripple us so that we are unable to act and worry about what we will do and how we will survive. Jesus did not want his followers to focus on the signs but to stay focused on their mission, their call. The primary call of Christians is to tell the story of Jesus and model our lives after his life. We tell the story by our words and our actions. We believe in prayer and study and love and service to others. Jesus wanted his first disciples, and he wants us to focus and not be led astray. Notice what he says, “Beware that no one leads you astray”. He is not just talking about false prophets. He is talking about natural disasters, human systems, wars, -all things that take our attention off of our call to follow him. Sometimes we get distracted, but the important thing is to come back and refocus. 

Through the years Christian groups have focused on the “End Times”. They spent time and energy and fear and anxiety on looking for signs and on preparation. As though preparation can protect us and stop change and upheaval from occurring. It cannot. This is not our call. Jesus did not say stare at the sky, don’t leave your house, hoard supplies. He did say to prepare by loving others, love God, feed and clothe your sisters and brothers. The important part for Jesus is that we stay focused on our call. This makes change bearable. 

9:00am+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In a few moments, I will baptize Ava, Noelin, and Bowie. It is good that you are having them baptized. When children are baptized, they grow up knowing that the church is home. A place where they can return to for comfort, joy, and to feel united to Jesus. They can travel to another state or country, and they will always be at home in a church.

I was baptized at thirty days. As a child, I visited other churches when my family traveled. I knew that I was a part of God’s family in any church. I had a sense of belonging. 

As baptized members of the church, your children will be supported in their faith. They will grow in their relationship with God. They will be united to other Christians. They will support and pray for each other. I hope that as they grow, they will be confirmed, married, and have children in the church. The church should be a part of their entire life.

Most importantly, baptism assures us that no matter what your children do they can return to Christ. If they feel distant or make mistakes, they can ask for forgiveness. Through the waters of baptism, they will be washed clean and forgiven over and over again. 

Baptism lasts forever. It happens once and cannot be removed. In baptism, your children will be united to Christ and to the family of Christ which is the church. Baptism makes them full members of the church. Christ will grow in them through their baptism and through holy communion.

It is your responsibility as parents and godparents to bring the children to church so that they can get to know their church family. Sometimes it is difficult to get to church. There will be other things that need to be done but connecting to church is important. As you stay connected to the church, you remain connected to God. Today all of us here profess our own baptismal vows as a part of the family of God. We also profess to support ava, Noelin, and Bowie as we welcome them into the church. Now we will start the Baptisms. I invite you to come forward. 
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