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“Lord to whom can we go?”  Peter’s words reminded me this week of the many choices we make in our lives. We choose how to spend our time. We choose what to eat, where to eat, and how much to eat. We choose how to spend our money. The list could go on and on. Because we live in America and have resources we have choices about material things. We have a great many choices because we are very blessed. 
Of course, some parts of our lives are not a choice. We cannot choose the race, gender, or social status that we are born with. We cannot choose our genetics or cultural heritage. 

But we can choose what we believe and who we follow. The fact that you are sitting here today means you have chosen to follow Jesus and to be a Christian. Jesus calls us and we make that choice. As a Christian it is assumed that we follow the example of Jesus. We are one of his disciples. That means that we look at the life of Jesus as a model for our own behavior.

What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus? Peter says in today’s gospel, “You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God”. Peter says that they had come to know Jesus. Peter and the other early followers watched, listened, and came to know the character of Jesus. They watched Jesus have compassion on the crowds. He healed and had mercy on others. People were and are important to Jesus-EVERYONE. Jesus saw people. His followers watched him become angry with those who took advantage of the poor and working class. They watched Jesus submit and not fight back to taunts and threats. They listened to Jesus preach using parables to include everyone, give hope, and change lives. And finally, the first disciples “knew” Jesus. They had a relationship with him. They knew his character. They cared about him, and he cared about them. It is not just enough to do good works; we must take on the heart of Jesus. We must care for others and love justice, mercy, and compassion. 

“To whom can we go?” Peter’s words are on one level a great expression of humility. Anyone who makes a deep, abiding commitment will ultimately come to such a point, a realization that we’ve invested so much of ourselves into a relationship, cause, vocation, etc., that the doors to other options, for better or worse, are closed.

On a deeper level, we might interpret Peter’s confession here to be a great spiritual truth – ultimate, real meaning can only be found in faith and relationship with God. Many people struggle to find meaning in their lives. I believe this is what lies beneath much of the restlessness and happiness-seeking that goes on in our culture. It is the search for meaning. And to satisfy this search, we are directed toward many avenues – making a name for ourselves, achieving something great, having a family, becoming famous, accumulating wealth, etc. In the end, none of these satisfy our soul-felt longing, because that longing comes from something infinite. As Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in God”.
Our theology teaches us that God is the One, the True, the Good, the Beautiful, the Lover of Justice and Mercy. All our striving is in some way a reaching toward these virtues because we know that’s where meaning is. Ultimately, we’ll find authentic meaning in our lives when we’re in relationship with Jesus as the way that we know God. This is when and where we will find the answer to the question, “to whom can we go?”

Do we go to Jesus? Do we use his life and teachings as a standard for our own lives? Do we model his heart for others as we live today? 
I was blessed to be introduced to Jesus at a very young age. Once you meet Jesus in Sunday School, church or home, the relationship starts, and it continues through adulthood. That’s why we want children in church. its not just to “grow” the church. It’s so that when these young people grow, they can look to Jesus and lean on him. They can look to his life to learn how to live.
To whom do we go? This question is what unites us as Christians. In this political climate of uncertainty and division, we can refuse to be dragged into this climate of us and them, division and confusion. We hold onto where we ultimately find our meaning and our hope, in Jesus. We find our ultimate meaning and purpose in Jesus’s words, teachings, and in relationship with him. Like Peter that is where we go. And like Peter there is no other way. 
