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For these summer months we have been focusing on the Old Testament readings in First and Second Samuel; King Saul, King David and King Solomon. Today we will focus on the gospel reading, the multiplication of the five loaves and two fishes. Right before this passage, Jesus is in Jerusalem. He heals a paralyzed man and then is questioned by Jewish leaders. The Jewish leaders were angry that Jesus healed on the sabbath. By healing on the sabbath, Jesus was proclaiming himself to be God. Only God works and heals on the sabbath. So, Jesus goes north to Galilee. The crowd follows him from Jerusalem to Galilee. This is significant because Galilee is quite a distance from Jerusalem, about 60 miles. It would have taken days or even a week to get there.

The crowd is huge. Pilgrims from all over had gathered for the Passover. The people want to hear Jesus, and they are hungry. They are hungry for food. They are hungry for a sign from God. They are hungry for healing. They are hungry to be connected with God.

There are only 5 loaves and two fish. Jesus took the food, he gave thanks, and he broke it into pieces. Jesus performs a miracle and feeds the people that are present. After they eat, they gathered up the pieces of leftover bread that filled 12 baskets. There was no fish left. It must have been very good fish!

This story in the Gospel of John is like the story of Elisha in Second Kings, chapter 4. Elisha is given food from the first fruits of the harvest, barley bread and grain. The servant says there will not be enough food to feed a hundred people. Elisha says give it to them for they will eat and have some left. So, they eat and there are leftovers. 

Jesus and the crowd would have known this story. Elisha was a great prophet. Jesus is establishing himself as a Jewish prophet like Elisha. 
The feeding is the teaching here. Food is shared. Feeding is important. 
I have always enjoyed cooking and feeding others. There is something holy about taking food from the earth, especially food that you have grown yourself, making it into a delicious dish and feeding others. Food and eating remind us of life. Every time that we eat, we are given life. Without food, we die. Eating is like being reborn again. The crowds were hungry. Feeding them food satisfied their physical hunger. It also reconnected them to God by the multiplication of the food. 

It satisfied their longing to be reconnected to God. This gospel passage has eucharistic meaning. Jesus takes, blesses, and shares the food. The people eat together. We eat together. There is something intimate and sacred about eating together. Every time we share communion with each other, we are reminded of our spiritual rebirth into Jesus’s family at Baptism. The new life we have in Christ. We are also reminded that food gives us life and that all food ultimately comes from God. 

The leftover bread is sacred. In both stories, they gather up the leftovers- the broken pieces. Nothing is wasted. This is symbolic of the twelve tribes of Israel. Jesus came to gather them up and bring them back to God. Even if they are broken, God gathers them up. Through Jesus’s death and resurrection, God gathers us up too, faults and all.

When God gathers us up, nothing gets wasted -not our faults, not our mistakes, not our broken parts. If we come to God with all that we are, God will gather us up. God can take our broken pieces and bless them. They can be transformed. When was the last time that you prayed to God about your faults? When did you pray: God take away my bitterness, my judgement, my impatience, my lack of trust, my desire to survive without you? As we embrace and gather up our broken pieces, God will work with us. We model this type of prayer and life for the next generation. 

In a few minutes I will baptize (Rebecca, Felicity, Jennifer, Kerin, Alaiya).
They will be reborn into the family of God. They will be gathered up by God for the rest of their lives. God will work with them as God works with us. All the parts of their lives will be made holy. The broken parts will be forgiven and healed. It will be our responsibility as the church to remind them that they are sealed as Christ’s own forever. When life gets hard and it will get hard, they can come back to God. God will gather them up because with God nothing gets wasted. 
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